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Fragmen‘ts

Every senience must have

thuught. A word group that Iacks_ 4 subject Or a verb and
plete thoughy is a fragment. Following are the MOost com
that people write: ™

2 SUbeCt a1 verk and muge CIPress a complete
does not Cxpress a com-

mon types of fragments

1 Dependent-word fragments
2 -ingand 10 fragments

3 Added-detaj] fragments

4 i\flissing—subjectfragmf:nts

Once you undersiap fragments You might write, you
should be able o elimi lowing pages explain
all four types.

Dependent—Word Fragments

groups that begin with a dependént word are fragments, Following is
a list of common dependent words. Whenever you star 4 sentence- with one of
these words, YOu must be careful that 5 fragment does noy result,

Some word

T T e _—

Dependent Words

after if, even if when, whenever :.i
although, though in order that where, wherever

as sifnce whether

because that, so that which, whichever .
before unless Wil
even though until who :

how what, whatever whose
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In the example below, the word group beginning with the dependent word
after is a fragment:

After I cashed my paycheck. I treated myself to dinner,

‘“"E A dependent statement—one starting with a dependent word like after—cannor

: stand alone. It depends on another statement to complete the thought. After {

- cashed my paycheck is a dependent statement, It leaves us hanging. We expect to

find out, in the same sentence. what happened after the writer cashed the check,

« Whena writer does not follow‘_thrg_qghland complete a thought, a [ragment results.
" To correct the fragment, simply follow through and complete the thoughi=™ ™"

- After I cashed my paycheck, I wreated myself to dinner.

*
Remember, then, that dependent statements by themselves gre Sragments. They
must be attached to a statement that makes sense standing alone,

Here are two other examples of dependent-word fragments.

I'won't leave the house. Until T hear from you.
Rick finally picked up the socks. That he had thrown on the floor days ago.

U zaniza dr: A nghLs reser e -

Until I hear from you is a fragment; it does not make sense standing by itself, We
want to know in the same statement whar cannot happen until I hear from you.
‘The writer must complete the thought. Likewise, Thar he had thrown on the floor
days ago is not in itself a complete thought. We want to know In the same state-
ment what rhar refers to. ’

IOERTEITNT Thet Bl cGrque | Ira
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- How to Correct a Depe'ndent-\/vord Fragment

.~ ="In most cases you can correct a dependent-word fragment by attaching it to the
- B . .
7~ sentence that comes after it or the sentence that comes before it:

P
/ o
After I cashed my paycheck, I treated myself to dinner.

(The fragment has been attached tg the sentence that comes after it.)

F'won’t leave the house untij T hear from vou,
(The fragment has been attached to the sentence that comes before it.)

Rick finally picked up the socks that he had thrown on the {loor days ago,
(The fragment has been attached to the sentence that comes before it} ;
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Another way of correcting a dependent-wor Fement towmply 1o eliminate
the dependent word by rewriting the sentence.

I cashed my paycheck and then treared Myt b g
Iwill wait to hear from youn,
He had thrown them op the floor days ago,

-+ Notes e

”_,#’

. i
“va Useacommaifa dependent word STOUp comes al the Levrnnngp of a sentence

i

i

R

_~(see also page 569):

After I cashed my paycheck, I treated myseliio diney
However, do not generally use a comma if the depeintent word £7Oup comes
at the end of a sentence.
I won’t leave the house unti] Thear from you.
Rick finally picked up the socks that he had (hrown on tre Hoor days ago.
© b Sometimes the dependent words who, that, which, or wliere appear not at ghe

VETY start but near the start of a word group. A fragment often results:

I drove siowly past the old brick house, The place where I grew up.

in the same statement where was the place (he writer yrew up. The fragment
can be corrected by attaching it to the sentence that comes before it

The place where Lgrew upis notin itself a complete thenghi. We want to know
[ AL L~ - et rd

Idrove slowly past the old brick house, the place where | grew up.

Activity 1

‘Turn each of the following dependent word groups intw a sentence by adding a
complete thought, Use 3 comma after the dependent wory group if a dependent
word starts the sentence. Note the examples.

Examples  Although [ felt miserable _
/‘a\fﬂmugx’q I fel+ miserable, I tried 1o smile fo, the phetographer.

The man who found my wallet

The man whe found my wallet returned it the next daz.

A SthE teserved

Cuzitighl 2003 Tha M oLiraw - Compunies, ine
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A
‘\L) If I don't £t a raige soop

2. Because it was raining

3. When1 heard the news

4. Becayse [ couldn’'t find the car keys

"S:A\\ The restaurant that we tried
o/

Activity 2

il Companes, I Al nghts reseryeg
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L Whenever | Spray deodorant, My cat archeg her back, She thinks she i3
hearing 3 hissing enemy.

i
. -

2. My father, g salesman, was op the road al] week. We had a great time playing
football in the house. Uniil pe came home for the weekend.

(5 If Kim takes too long saying good-bye to her boyfriend. Her father will srart
Hicking the porch light. Then pe will come out with a flashlight,

e
——
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4. Scientists are studying mummified remains. That are thousands of years old.
Maost of the people were killed by parasites.

5 Before I turn on the microwave oven. I have to turn off the overhead light in
the kitchen. Otherwise the fuse blows.

-ing and to Fragments

When an -ing word appears at or near the start of a word group, a fragment may
result. Such fragments often lack a subject and part of the verb. In the items below,
underline the word groups that contain -ing words. Each is a fragment.

1. Elen walked all over the neighborhood yesterday. Tt ing to find her dog Bo.

Several people claimed they had seen him only hours before.

We sat back to watch the movie. Not expecting anything special. To our
surprise, we clapped, cheered, and cried for the next two hours.

3. 1 telephoned the balloon store. It being the day before our wedding
anniversary. I knew my wife would be surprised to receive a dozen heart-
shaped balloons.

People sometimes write -ing fragments because they think that the subject of
one sentence will work for the next word group as well. Thus, in item 1 the
writer thinks that the subject Ellen in the opening sentente will also serve as the
subject for Trying to find her dog Bo. But the subject must actually be in the same
sentence.

How to Correct -ing Fragments

‘.fr : .
%1 Attach the fragment to the sentence that comes before it or the sentence that

comes after it, whichever makes sense. ftem 1 could read: “Eilen walked all
over the neighborhood yesterday trying to find her dog Bo.”

2 Add a subject and change the -ing verb part to the correct form of the verb.
Trem 2 could read; “We didn’t expect anything special.”

3 Change being to the correct form of the verb be (am, are, is, was, were}.
Ttem 3 could read: “It was the day before our wedding anniversary.”
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How to Correct to Fragments

When fo appears at or near the start of a word group, a fragment sometimes results:

¢

" ¥ Atthe Chinese restaurant, Tim used chopsticks. To impress his date. He spent

The

one hour eating a small bow] of rice.

second word group is a fragment and can be comrected by adding it to the pre-

ceding sentence:

- At the Chinese restaurant, Tim used chopsticks to impress his date.

Activity 1

Underline the -ing fragment in each of the following items. Then correct the item
by using the method described in parentheses,

Example Stepping hard on the accelerator. Stan tried to beat the truck to the

o

)

intersection. He Tost by a hood.
(Add the fragment to the sentence that comes after it.}

Stepping hard on the accelerator, Stan fried to beat the fruck o the

intersection.

Marble-sized hailstones fell from the sky. Flattening the young plants in the
cornfield. A year’s work was lost in an hour,
{Add the fragment to the preceding sentence.)

Fire trucks raced wildly through the town, their sirens blaring. Coming to a
stop at my house. T was only burning a pile of leaves.
(Correct the fragment by adding the subject they and changing coming to the

proper form of the verb, came.)

My phone doesn’t ring. Instead, a light on it blinks. The reason for this being
that T am partially deaf
{Correct the fragment by changing being 1o the proper form of the verb, /s.)
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Activity 2

Underline the ~ing or to fragment in each item. Then rewrite each item, correct-

Ing the fragment by using one of the three methods described abgve.

7 ‘ .

1" Looking at the worm on the table. Shelby groaned. She knew she wouldn't
like what rhe hiology teacher said next,

e

I put a box of baking soda in the freezer. To get tid of the musty smel}.
However, my ice cubes still taste like old socks.

Staring at the clock on the far wall. I nervously began my speech. [ was afraid

to look at any of the people in the room.

.

_—
4. Jerome sat quietly at his desk. Fantasizing about the upeoming weekend. He
might meer the girl of his dreams at Saturday night’s pitrty.

5. To get to the bus station from here. You have to walk two blocks out of your

way. The sidewalk is torn up because of construction work.

e

Ll

i{ﬁ Added-Detail Fragments

Added-detaj] fragments lack a subject and a verh, They ofien begin with one of
the following words:

; also  especially txcept  forexample  jikc mcluding  sueh as j
; [ -,....._—\.,_,,,_.__.__——--._._____ e, —_— '

e e e s

Underline the one added-detail fragment j; cach oi the following items:
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'__‘z-i\-hl.] Before a race, I eat starchy foods. Such as bread and spaghetti, The
o :’f carbohydrates provide quick energy.
t2.! Bob is taking a night course in auto mechanics. Also, one in plumbing. He
=7 wants to save money on household repams.
(\il My son keeps several pets in his room. Including hamsters and mice.

“ g . . -
?-‘People often write added-detail fragments for much the same reason they write
-ing fragments. They think the subject and verb in one sentence will serve for the
next word group. But the subject and verb must be in each word group.
— T —— .- e M ey et

How to Correct Added-Detail Fragments

j Attach the fragment 1o the compiete thought that precedes it. Item 1 could
read: “Before a race, I eat starchy foods such as bread and spaghelii,”

G} Add a subject and a verb to the fragment to make it a complete sentence. ltem
2 could read: “Bob is taking a night course in anto mechanics. Also, he is
taking one in plumbing.”

G Insert the fragment within the preceding sentence. Item 3 could read: “My son
keeps several pets, including hamsters and mice, in his room.”

e T T

™

Activity 1 7 _Aswg™

Underline the fragment in each of the following items. Then make it a sentence
by rewriting it, using the method described in parentheses.

Cupynght #lis

Example My mother likes watching daytime television shows. Especially old
movies and soap operas. She says that daytime television is less violent.
{Add the fragment to the preceding sentence.)

[y mother likes watching daytime television shows, especially old

movies and soap operas,

L. Luis works evenings in a video store. He enjoys the fringe benefits. For
example, seeing the new movies first.
(Correct the fragment by adding the subject and verb ke sees.)
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Viissing-Subject Fragments
In each item below, underline the word group in which the subject is missing:

Lf/ Alicia loved getting wedding presents. But hated writing thank-you notes.
:2:‘ Mickey has orange soda and potato chips for breakfast. Then eats more junk
food, like root beer and cookies, for lunch. R

How to Correct Missing-Subject Fragments

o @ Attach the fragment to the preceding sentence. Jiem I could rcad: “Alicia loved
getting wedding presents but hated writing thank-you netes.”

2\ Add a subject (which can often be a pronoun standing for the subject in the
preceding sentence). Item 2. could read: “Then he eats more junk food, like root
beer and cookies, for lunch.” e

Activity

Underline the missing-subject fragment in each item. Then rewrite that part of the
jitem needed to correct the fragment. Use one of the two methods of correction
described above.

@} Every other day, Kara runs two miles. Then does fifty sit-ups. She hasn’t lost
weight, but she looks trimmer and more muscular.

]

I like all kinds of fresh pizza. But refuse to eat frozen pizza. The sauce is
always dried out. and the crust tastes like leather.

3. Many people are allergic to seafoed. They break out in hives when they eat
it. And can even have trouble breathing.
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1. To distract me, the denist tugged at a corner of my mouth. Then jabbed a
needle into my gums and injected a painkiller. Thardly feltit.

Last semester. | took six courses. And worked part-time in a discount
drugstore. Now that the term is all over, I don’t know how [ did it.

iy

A k\ T e NL:&;

XA Review: How to Check for Sentence Fragments

@ Iiead your- pape' aloud tom’ the last sentence to. the ﬁr.sr You wﬂl _
be bettm able to sée and hear whethcr each word group you ‘read i zs a’

. Addt.,d det’ul J_‘ragments (startmcr Wlth words hkefor example such
.as, also, and. eapeczaily) ST
U Missing-subject fragments (a verb is present but not the subject)

RN T TR TR AR Kyt e 55 i e vy iy
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B Review Test 1
Each word group in the following student paragraph is numbered. In the space pro-
vided, write C if a word group is a complete sentence; write F1f it 1s a fragment.
You will find eight fragments in the paragraph.

f—y

R R T

e e e T R e T e R e R
SNk e = o

sl

19.
20.

1'm starting to think that there is no safe place feft. 2To ride a bicycle.
3When 1 try to ride on the highway, in order to go to school. 4 feel like a
rabbit being pursued by predators. SDrivers whip past me at high speeds.
sAnd try to see how close they can get to my bike without actually killing
me. "When they pull anto the shoulder of the road or make a right turn.
8Drivers completely ignore my vehicle. 90n city streets, | feel more like a
cockroach than a rabbit. 10Drivers in the city despise bicycles. 11Regardless
of an approaching bike rider. 125treet-side car doors will unexpectedly
open. 13Frustrated drivers who are stuck in traffic will make nasty
comments. 140r shout out obscene propositions. 15Even pedestrians in
the city show their disregard for me. 16While jaywalking across the street.
17The pedestrian will treat me, a law-abiding bicyclist, to a withering look
of disdain. 18Pedestrians may even cross my path deliberately. 19As if to
prove their higher position in the pecking order of the city streets. 20Today,

bicycling can be hazardous to the rider’s health.

Now (on separate paper) correct the fragments you have found. Attach the
fragments to sentences that come before or after them or make whatever other
change is needed to wrn each fragment into a sentence.




